Catherine "Cathi" F. Harris
January 24, 1948 - August 18, 2019

CATHERINE “CATHI” FITCH HARRIS, entered into eternal rest on Sunday, August 18,
2019 at her home in Fort Washington, MD surrounded by her family and close friends. We
are trusting and standing on God’s word, that he has prepared a place in Heaven for Cathi
to rest peacefully.
Cathi, the second of five children, was born on January 24, 1948, in Charlottesville, VA to
the late Plummer Lewis and Etta Brown Fitch. She received her diploma from Jackson P.
Burley High School in 1966, and began her working career at the University of Virginia,
School of Arts & Science English Department. On April 3, 1971, Cathi married John W.
Harris, Sr. and moved to McLean, VA where she began her career at the Smithsonian
Institution with the Office of Fellowships & Grants (former), where she later became the
first African American Executive Director of the office. All who knew Cathi, knew she was
eagerly dedicated to her staff as well as the events and exhibits for 42 years with the
Smithsonian Institution, retiring in 2011.
It was at Mount Eagle Baptist Church where Cathi accepted the Lord as her personal
savior; however, it was Fort Washington Baptist Church where she decided to serve the
Lord by participating in the Women’s ministry, Hospitality/Culinary ministry, Mass and
Praise Choir. Outside of the church Cathi enjoyed volunteering for local politicians on their
campaigns, traveling, cooking and spending time with family (specifically her
grandchildren).
Catherine was preceded in death by her younger brother, Steve Fitch.
Cathi leaves to cherish her loving memory: her husband of 49 years, John W. Harris, Sr.;
one daughter: Tammie (Eric); one son: John, II. “Jady” (Vanessa); three grandson’s: Ian,
Kamrin, Kellen; five granddaughter’s: Jasmine, Jocelyn, Allyn, Ryann, Aislyn; two greatgranddaughter’s: Khila, Karsyn; two sisters: Barbara (Chuck), Sheila (Mac); one brother:
Garret); mother-in-law: Virginia; father-in-law: Ferris; two sisters-in-law: Ferricia, Gloria;
one brother-in-law: Ferris, Jr. and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.

In Lieu of Flowers, contributions in memory of Cathi may be directed to:
Alzheimer's Association
Prince George's County
4640 Forbes Boulevard
Suite 120 S
Lanham, MD 20706
Phone: 240.467.3833

Cemetery
Arlington National Cemetery
Arlington National Cemetery
Arlington, VA, 22211

Comments

“

I will surely miss my big sister, whom I have always looked up to. Your beautiful smile
and kind and giving heart has touched so many people. Your big heart will never be
forgotten. I remember when we were kids, mom would give us all cookies, we would
eat all of ours, you would have more left then any of us, and you would say "here you
want half of mine". You always chewed only a half stick of gum, and give us also half.
I know our lord and savior Jesus Christ has something very special for you to do, and
you will do it well. Rest my dear sister, we will meet again and start all over again. I
love you and I know you are still here with me, because you are rooted in my heart.

Sheila Fitch Gardner - September 02 at 02:18 PM

“

Linda Jones Mitchell lit a candle in memory of Catherine "Cathi" F. Harris

Linda Jones Mitchell - September 01 at 06:16 PM

“

Rest in Heaven my dear Aunt Cathi. You will surely be missed. Heaven has another
Angel to watch over our family.

Tanya Biggs - August 30 at 06:28 PM

“

Mom Cathi was a kind and gentle soul who touched everyone whom she came in
contact with and could light up a room with her radiant smile. Ann and I met the
Harris family in 1999 after returning from overseas and they have been a God send
every since then. While we mourn the passing of Cathi, we also relish in the fond
memories we shared both on the East and West coast. Cathi loved Las Vegas and
Vegas loved her. Rest well Mom, you have gained your Heavenly Wings and now
you're seated with our eternal Father in that House not made with hands, eternal in
the Heavens!

Jeff and Ann McWaine

Jeffery McWaine - August 30 at 07:26 AM

“

Stanley and Carolyn Corria & family purchased the Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant
for the family of Catherine "Cathi" F. Harris.

Stanley and Carolyn Corria & family - August 29 at 09:19 PM

“

As a close neighbor, I don’t know a more loving and caring person than Cathi. We
enjoyed afternoon talks on the porches, at the mailbox and talking about our
grandchildren. We worked together in our flower gardens. I miss and love her dearly.
There’s a void in my heart but I know she’s in Peace.
Carolyn and Stan Corria

carolyn corria - August 29 at 05:13 PM

“

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Catherine "Cathi" F. Harris.

August 29 at 04:41 PM

“

Matrina and family purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of
Catherine "Cathi" F. Harris.

Matrina and family - August 29 at 03:17 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Cathi's passing. I immediately started shedding tears.
Unfortunately I will not be able to be present to mourn with everyone in person.
Please know that I already am in my heart, mind and spirit. Tammy and Jady...what is
there to say? I can only pray you find peace and comfort with God's words at this
very sorrowful time. Johnny and the entire family, I express my deepest condolences.
With love: Matrina Brown

Matrina - August 29 at 03:07 PM

“

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for the family of Catherine "Cathi" F.
Harris.

August 29 at 07:52 AM

“

My condolences to the Harris family. I met Catherine a few years ago while visiting
my sister, Carolyn Corria, a neighbor of Catherine. She was so sweet and gracious
and invited us over for a much enjoyable visit. I was impressed by the kindness of
Catherine and her husband and how they treated their neighbors. I quite often
teased my sister that I wished I could have them live next door to me. Catherine will
be missed but still loved by many people that knew her. Praying for comfort and for
the beautiful memories to surround you at this time.
Glenda Davis Sims

Atlanta, GA
Glenda D. Sims - August 27 at 01:18 PM

“

5 files added to the tribute wall

sharon - August 26 at 07:43 PM

“

Sorry to of Catherine's passing. Etta and my father, Willie Greene, were 1st cousins from
Nelson County, VA.
Darrell Greene - August 28 at 06:13 PM

“

Large Basket Garden was purchased for the family of Catherine "Cathi" F. Harris.

August 26 at 02:06 PM

“

To the family of Cathi. We will always remember the family get togethers we shared
with you and your family. You always had that beautiful smile which we will miss. You
can now rest in the arms of your saviour, no more sickness, no more pain. Rest in
peace my sister.
John and Barbara Hogan

Barbara Hogan - August 25 at 08:04 PM

“

My Dear Sister,
Many years ago you told me I was too young to be your aunt, so you became my
younger sister. We talked, we laughed, we walked and shared many things including
our love for the Lord. I miss you Cathi and love you very much!
I will carry you in my heart until we meet again.

Your Pittsburgh sister, Carolyn
G Carolyn Dorsey - August 23 at 09:05 AM

“

To my big sister, whom I have always looked up to. Where do I began, thank you for being
the 2nd mom of the house when mom and dad were away, thank you for looking out for
your younger siblings and making sure we did what mom and dad told us to do. Thank you
for your beautiful smile and loving ways shown to us all. And also for sharing your cookies
with us when we had eaten ours all up, and you would say " here you want half of mine".
Thank you for sharing your stick of gum, even if you only gave me a half of a stick. I love
you and miss you so much. But when I look at your face, I can tell you have seen
something so beautiful that you just have to get there. Take your well deserved rest my
sister, no more sickness, no more problems that you can't figure out. It's now your time.
Rest in the lord, until I meet you again beautiful lady, receive what your reward. You are not
gone, because you continue to live in my heart. Your baby sister Faye.
Sheila Faye Fitch Gardner - August 25 at 06:52 PM

“

When much can' be expressed in words, only the shortest and most powerful words
from the Bible can be said "Jesus Wept" - John 11:35. My continued prayers go to
your family doing this difficult time. Rev. Sheryl Smith

Sheryl A Smith - August 22 at 02:14 PM

“

Happy family memories playing games with Margaret, Carolyn and the Pittsburgh
family and Johnny, Cathi, Virginia and the Harris family. I love you and miss you
Cathi,
Neil

Neil Dorsey - August 22 at 10:52 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Barbara Allen - August 21 at 10:21 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Pamela - August 21 at 08:51 AM

