Dwight F. Datcher
August 5, 1952 - November 23, 2019

Dwight F. Datcher departed this life on Saturday, November 23, 2019, with family by his
side in Bradenton, Florida. He was born on August 5, 1952 to Harry and Jean Datcher in
Washington, DC. Dwight was the oldest of four children.
Dwight’s passion for sports led him to become a basketball player at the high school and
collegiate levels, which propelled him into coaching and ultimately administration. He
played basketball for St. Anthony’s High School where he would later become the head
coach of the boy’s program. Dwight graduated from Roger Williams University, where he
was a member of the Men’s Basketball team and currently ranks sixth on the all-time
scorer’s list. Dwight received his Bachelor of Arts in Sociology in 1974. He would also go
on to coach the university’s men’s basketball team, become the Athletic Director and later
be inducted to the Athletic Hall of Fame. During the 1988 Olympics, the U.S. Olympic
Association named Dwight an assistant men’s basketball coach.
Dwight had stints at Georgetown University as an assistant coach for men’s basketball as
well as both an assistant and associate athletic director. He also held athletic director
positions at the University of the District of Columbia, Howard University and Wheelock
College where he was also Vice President for Student Success.
Dwight was so much more than his work. He also had a love of music and singing. Dwight
sang with The Last Call and, later, the doo-wop group, the Orioles. He sang bass with his
father, Harry Datcher, for the Washington Seniors Wellness Center. Singing in the church
choir also brought joy to him. Most recently, he supported his nephew, David Powell, in the
Men's Day Choir at First Baptist Church in Washington, DC, while singing alongside his
brother, Gary Datcher.
Additionally, Dwight loved traveling with his wife, Cornell, and playing golf on a regular
basis. Dwight loved spending time with his family; including playing Santa every year at
the annual Christmas party as well as hosting the annual family and friends cookout at
their home.

His mother, Jean Elizabeth Datcher, preceded Dwight in death. He is survived by his
father, Harry Datcher; his wife, Cornell Burke Datcher; his two daughters, Chantee
Datcher and Monikka Datcher-Wright (Anthony) as well as three stepdaughters, Wanda C.
Harrell, Kimberly Harrell-Mills (Troy) and Shontese Harrell-Ford (Wayne); four
grandchildren, Alijah Wright, Tekhysha McKoy, Talaya Ford and Kevin Ford; his three
siblings, Gary Datcher (Debra), Shaketa Datcher and Micah Datcher (Rumesha); as well
as a host of aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews and cousins.

Events
DEC
7

Viewing

10:00AM - 11:30AM

Alexander Memorial Baptist Church
10675 Crain Hwy, Upper Marlboro, MD, US, 20772

DEC
7

Funeral Service

11:30AM

Alexander Memorial Baptist Church
10675 Crain Hwy, Upper Marlboro, MD, US, 20772

DEC
7

Interment
Washington National Cemetery
4101 Suitland Road, Suitland, MD, US, 20746

Comments

“

Donita Harris lit a candle in memory of Dwight F. Datcher

Donita Harris - December 07, 2019 at 02:58 AM

“

Dear Datcher family,
Dwight was truly one of a kind. A gentleman and a scholar. It was an honor to call
him friend. From the late 60s at St. Anthony's High School to visiting in San Diego a
few years ago. Gone too soon. Love, Geralyn

Geralyn Schulkind - December 07, 2019 at 12:21 AM

“

I had the honor of interviewing our classmate Dwight for th St Anthony Blue and Gold. He
was a leader and accomplished in the world of sports, an amazing musician and singer,
and a wonderful friend. I will miss his smile and generous spirit. Love to his beautiful wife
Cornell and all his family. He will be missed, LOVE, Michelle
Michelle Clark Mitchell - December 07, 2019 at 02:18 AM

“

Treasured Lilies Spray was purchased for the family of Dwight F. Datcher.

December 06, 2019 at 03:08 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Michael Jordan - December 06, 2019 at 05:02 AM

“

He may have passed beyond the sound of our voices and the touch of our hands, but he
has not passed beyond memory and love.
Michael - December 06, 2019 at 05:05 AM

“

To The Datcher Family,
Our sincere prayers and condolences are sent to you in celebration of a life well lived
in Dwight Datcher and in honor of his home going. We were saddened when we
heard of his passing, but praise God we will be ever thankful for Dwight's having
been a member of the Chancel Choir. His melodious voice and the sincerity, with
which he sang inspired, encouraged and lifted spirits with every note delivered. He
sang as if his life depended on it. Well done good and faithful servant.
We pray that the reassurance of God's everlasting love heal your broken hearts.
Barbara Cook
Chancel Choir
Mt. Horeb Baptist Church

Barbara Cook - December 05, 2019 at 05:08 PM

“

John, Robin, Robert & Mary Butler purchased the Care and Compassion Spray for
the family of Dwight F. Datcher.

John, Robin, Robert & Mary Butler - December 05, 2019 at 12:58 PM

“

Sherri Cook lit a candle in memory of Dwight F. Datcher

Sherri Cook - December 05, 2019 at 10:56 AM

“

Troy Mills lit a candle in memory of Dwight F. Datcher

Troy Mills - December 05, 2019 at 10:21 AM

“

Sincerely, The Curry Sisters, & Deb Williams purchased the Lovely One
Spathiphyllum Plant for the family of Dwight F. Datcher.

Sincerely, The Curry Sisters, & Deb Williams - December 05, 2019 at 09:49 AM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of Dwight F. Datcher.

December 04, 2019 at 09:48 PM

“

Tender Tribute was purchased for the family of Dwight F. Datcher.

December 03, 2019 at 10:33 AM

“

Karen Edwards lit a candle in memory of Dwight F. Datcher

Karen Edwards - December 03, 2019 at 09:15 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Dwight F. Datcher.

December 02, 2019 at 03:38 PM

“

“It’s so hard to say goodbye to yesterday”.
I loved Dwight for his genuine
realness. He was a true friend who I enjoyed spending time with. We both loved to
play golf and spent quite a bit of time together on the courses. Evenly matched and
so competitive we really enjoyed getting after each other and played as often as we
could.
He had a smile that could bring light to darkness, that could turn a frown to a smile,
that could bring happiness to depression.
We spent much time in serious conversations about life and living.
His meaning in life was his gift to be of service to others. His purpose in life was to
constantly give his gift away.
I know how deeply he loved his dear Cornell, they were a terrific team that worked so
well together, my condolences and love to my sister Cornell. A close second of that
love was his love of family, my condolences to the entire Datcher family.
A husband, a father, a grandfather, a teacher, a mentor, a servant leader, a true giver
and believer.
Indeed... “A life well lived”!
Good bye my dear friend. May your soul rest in well deserved eternal peace.

Charlie Titus - December 02, 2019 at 03:14 PM

“

Your smile and character will be missed by all who ever knew you.
Rest well in you mansion and take your place in the heavenly choir.

E. Karen Alford-Brown - December 01, 2019 at 04:24 PM

“

Chanteé Datcher lit a candle in memory of Dwight F. Datcher

Chanteé Datcher - November 30, 2019 at 08:12 PM

“

You will be missed. My thoughts and prayers go out to Dwight’s family.

Michele Crews - November 30, 2019 at 07:21 PM

“

Patricia Thomas lit a candle in memory of Dwight F. Datcher

Patricia Thomas - November 30, 2019 at 07:12 PM

“

Dearest Monikka and family. Please accept our condolences in the loss of your
father. Strength and comfort be yours is our prayer.

Bishop and Mrs. James Keith - November 30, 2019 at 05:52 PM

“

Dwight , Thank You For Your Graciousness In Mentoring. I would of never Made that
Battle, dealing with Gangs, Schooling, Especially Football Intel. All my sincerity &
condolence, to the Datcher Family, May You Rest In Peace, until Reunitement Day!
“ FOR ALL YOUR GOOD DEEDS, MAY IN JESUS NAME, HE’LL RAISE U UP!
Amen.

Adrian Crowder - November 30, 2019 at 02:02 PM

“

To The Datcher Family we are Thankful to have known Dwight. GOD Bless the Family.
David and GiGi Powell
David and GiGi Powell - November 30, 2019 at 06:24 PM

“

To Dwight's family and friends, please accept my sincere condolences. I am a friend of
Dwight's from Wheelock College in Boston, where Dwight was a well respected mentor to
so many student-athletes.
Anne Marie Martorana - December 02, 2019 at 09:26 AM

“

My condolences to the family and especially you Cornell as you two had a great marriage
and loved each other so much. Dwight will be sorely missed along with that great singing
voice of his. But I’m sure he’ll be singing on the Angel’s Choir now. Sending love and
prayers for you all. Love – Bev
Beverlyn Ross - December 02, 2019 at 11:59 AM

“

Mary Perez lit a candle in memory of Dwight F. Datcher

Mary perez - November 30, 2019 at 11:55 AM

“

Dana Gunter lit a candle in memory of Dwight F. Datcher

Dana Gunter - November 30, 2019 at 11:43 AM

“

Dorothy A Hunter lit a candle in memory of Dwight F. Datcher

Dorothy A Hunter - November 30, 2019 at 09:10 AM

“

Glen Fisher lit a candle in memory of Dwight F. Datcher

Glen Fisher - November 30, 2019 at 08:25 AM

“

Monikka Datcher-Wright lit a candle in memory of Dwight F. Datcher

Monikka Datcher-Wright - November 30, 2019 at 08:01 AM

“

Carol W. lit a candle in memory of Dwight F. Datcher

Carol W. - November 29, 2019 at 09:47 PM

“

Family, may you find peace on the other side of sorrow. May you find comfort on the
other side of loss and most of all, may you find in this sad farewell that love lives on
in the memories of the heart. Thinking and praying for the family at this time.
Much love, Robert & Margaret Dunston

Robert Dunston - November 29, 2019 at 07:46 PM

“

Wanda Harrell lit a candle in memory of Dwight F. Datcher

Wanda Harrell - November 29, 2019 at 05:20 PM

“

Amy G lit a candle in memory of Dwight F. Datcher

Amy G - November 29, 2019 at 04:42 PM

“

I met DWIGHT at RWC in 1973. We became fast friends. I made him laugh. He
made me think. I brought him to Maine, where I’m from, and shared my family and
friends with him. He had to explain basketball to me!! He was a college star athlete,
and I was a hippy from Maine!! We made a strange friendship, and yet we were! We
spoke a few times a year after that. I used to tease him because I never thought he’d
marry! I was so thrilled when he called to let me know he found his heart!! I am filled
with sorrow that I will never hear his laugh again. We always thought we’d have
enough times to cross paths again. We didn’t. Please know he was a wonderful
friend, and an honorable man among men. And I will miss him . Please know he is
remembered in my prayers. Always.

Amy Goldman - November 29, 2019 at 04:39 PM

“

Michael Graham lit a candle in memory of Dwight F. Datcher

Michael Graham - November 29, 2019 at 04:36 PM

