Dr. Francis R. Gouin
June 3, 1938 - August 2, 2018

Francis R. “Frank” Gouin, Ph. D., 80, of Deale, MD, passed away peacefully with family at
his side, on Thursday, August 2, 2018, after a short illness, at Anne Arundel Medical
Center in Annapolis, MD. A retired Professor Emeritus of the University of Maryland, he
was known internationally as a plant physiologist, and locally as “The Bay Gardener”
writing for the Bay Weekly newspaper, as well as the author of Enough Said-Gardening
Through the Seasons.
He was born in Laconia, NH, on June 3, 1938, to Romeo J. and Theresa [Beaudoin]
Gouin. Frank graduated Laconia High School in 1956, the Thompson School of
Agriculture at University of New Hampshire in 1958, and received his Bachelor of Science
in 1962 from the University of New Hampshire, where he met his wife of 56 years, Clara
Olesniewicz. He received his Masters of Science in 1965, and PhD in 1969, from the
University of Maryland in College Park, MD, where he resided until moving to Deale, MD,
in 1990.
Dr. Gouin taught horticulture, conducted innovative research to benefit the nursery
industry, published and lectured extensively, and covered the state as the Cooperative
Extension Service specialist for the ornamental plant and Christmas tree growers,
nurserymen and landscape contractors. A pioneer researcher in the area of utilizing
composted materials for agricultural purposes, he started the International School of
Composting Science, and also established the Master Gardeners Program in Maryland.
Among many accolades, he received the L. C. Chadwick Award as an Exceptional
Educator from the American Association of Nurserymen, and the Norman J. Coleman
Award for Horticultural Progress Through Research. Dr. Gouin retired as Chair of the
Horticulture and Landscape Architecture Depart of University of Maryland in 1995, then
consulted for landscape design and contracting firms, was the president and announcer
for the South County Concert Association for 15 years, and was an active member of the
Lothian Ruritan Club—known for his “Burger Burns and spaghetti dinners to raise
scholarship funds. In recent months, he was involved in testing new soil amendment

“Bloom” produced by the Blue Plains Treatment Plant in Washington.
In Deale, MD, he operated “Upakrik Farm” growing peaches, Christmas trees and
greenery for local Farmers’ Markets. Frank enjoyed camping with his family, canoeing and
traveling with his wife. Hobbies included woodworking, making musical instruments, a
cedar canoe, kayak, and “shellback” dinghy, as well as restoring a sailboat, three vintage
tractors and a Model A Ford.
He leaves to cherish his memories, his loving wife Clara of Deale, daughter Cristina “Tina”
Gouin of Tracey’s Landing, and Bonnie McCrackin and her husband Craig of Shady Side,
MD, as well as granddaughters Angelina and Alora Delabrer, and step-granddaughter
Maddie McCrackin. He is also survived by his brother Maurice “Mo” Gouin and his wife
Helene of Meredith, NH, nephews Norman Gouin (Cate Bourne) of Laconia, NH and Paul
Gouin (Rachel) of Roswell, GA, his aunt Rachel Girard of W. Boylston, MA, grandnephews John-Paul and Christopher Gouin, several cousins, and many friends.
Visitation will be Sunday, August 12, from 5 to 8 pm at Lee Funeral Home Calvert, 8200
Jennifer Lane, Owings, MD 20736. A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated on
Monday, August 13, at 10 am at St. Anthony’s Catholic Church, 8816 Chesapeake
Avenue, North Beach, MD 20714, followed by interment at Jesus the Good Shepherd
Cemetery, 1601 W. Mt. Harmony Road, Owings, MD 20736. Reception to follow.
Memorial contributions for plant science and landscape architecture students may be
made to the: Francis R. and Clara L. Gouin Scholarship, Office of Gift Acceptance, Riggs
Alumni Center, College Park, MD 20742. Check made to: “UMCP” for Trust Fund #0409 ~
or ~ http://giving.umd.edu/giving/fund.php?name=francis-r-gouin-undergraduatehorticulture-research-fund
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Comments

“

So sorry to hear of Frank's passing. I met him in 1968 and worked with him as a high
school horticulture and a county extension agent. He was always kind, cheerful and
helpful.- to me and my colleagues. He will be missed. FYI- I, too, am one of those
da?n Yankees from New England and that often added to our relationship.

Dan Donnelly - October 18, 2018 at 05:02 PM

“

So sad to hear about cousin Francis passing. Although I never spent much time with
him, I do remember him talking about bacteria and seeming to love it! Also had the
pleasure to taste his persimmons and parsnips

Bruce Susel - September 07, 2018 at 09:54 AM

“

Clara and family. I was so saddened by the news of Franks passing. I had hoped to
again visit and enjoy your hospitalit and goodwill. I worrk with Frank with the
Aboroiginal First Nation project here on Prince Edward Island Canada. He was a
wonderful man, who knnew how to teach, had compassion and a interest in many
things. I will always cherish the memory of working with him and of spending time at
College Park and taking the Compost Institute course. Good Bye Good Friend and
Colleague.... Peace and my choirs of Angels welcome you home! God Bless you
Clara.....

Charles P DesRoches - August 20, 2018 at 06:37 AM

“

Frank Gouin was one of those wonderful people who put joy in our lives. Maggie and
I knew him thru church, professionally in my office and socially. One of my favorite
memories of Frank was his standard greeting as he arrived in my office. This highly
reguarded scientist, educator and Renaissance Man, because of his work in the field
of recycling and composting, would open the door and announce to the staff and
entire office that the “garbage man” had arrived for his appointment. He would
always arrive bearing gifts from his garden but he gave us so much more.
John and Maggie Lippert

John Lippert - August 12, 2018 at 02:24 PM

“

Grande Gourmet Fruit Basket was purchased for the family of Dr. Francis R. Gouin.

August 11, 2018 at 11:32 AM

“

From The Behnke Nurseries Company purchased the Rainbow Of Remembrance
Spray for the family of Dr. Francis R. Gouin.

From The Behnke Nurseries Company - August 09, 2018 at 12:34 PM

“

Magnificent Life Spray was purchased for the family of Dr. Francis R. Gouin.

August 08, 2018 at 04:48 PM

“

Dr. Frank was a cherised volunteer at Charlotte Hall Veterans Home. Please accept
our sincere sympathy and prayers on the loss of your loved one.
Sharon Murphy
Director
Charlotte Hall Veterans Home

Sharon Murphy - August 08, 2018 at 03:40 PM

“

We will miss Frank in so many ways. We will miss him at brunch on New Years and
Easter. We will miss his expert gardening advice. We will miss his gruff talk hiding his
heart of gold. We will miss his boundless energy, wry humor and distinctive
imagination. We will miss Frank. ..... Patrick Duck & Pamela Meyer

Patrick Duck and Pam Meyer - August 07, 2018 at 08:29 PM

“

Doc Gouin was a very talented man, who I am honored to have known for almost 40
years. He helped many members of the Maryland Christmas Tree Association with a
wide range of issues. He was unique in the best of ways and I am glad that we were
friends. You are missed by many.
Jay Bozman
P&J Tree Farm

J Bozman - August 07, 2018 at 08:26 PM

“

Tender Tribute was purchased for the family of Dr. Francis R. Gouin.

August 07, 2018 at 11:42 AM

“

Dr. Gouin led several pruning workshops at Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum at
the Patterson House gardens. He was always a big draw! People appreciated his
down to earth explanations and practical advice. I appreciated his assistance with
several problems we had with large plantings and his advice on maintaining growth
through judicious pruning! He was always fun. He also gave great lectures to the
Master Gardeners. He will be greatly missed. Betty Seifert

Betty Seifert - August 07, 2018 at 09:21 AM

“

As members of the Board of Directors of the South County Concert Association, Mal
and I came to know Frank as a capable leader and a good friend. The continued
success of our organization has been the work of Frank. He was tireless in his efforts
to insure that the SCCA met its mission of providing high quality, professional, live
musical performances at the lowest cost possible to the citizens of the south county.

His passing has come as a shock to us, as while we knew he had very serious health
issues, we fully expected Frank to battle back and survive this most recent set back.
We felt that Frank was a survivor and a fighter, and we felt that in a few months, he
would be back on the stage of Southern High School, introducing the performers of
the evening.
Frank touched many lives and he will be sorely missed. Our society has lost an
educator, a motivator, a leader, and most of all a friend. We offer our condolences to
his family, our fellow Directors, and everyone who called Frank a friend..
Donald W. Keefer - August 06, 2018 at 12:49 PM

“

Dr. Frank Gouin (aka Dr. G) was a dear friend, who always freely gave us
horticultural advice and straight talk information...even from his sick bed a few weeks
ago when we called to inquire about an ailing Fraser fir tree, which was planted as a
landscape tree this past May. It wasn't until the phone call wrapped up did Frank
mention he was at Johns Hopkins Hospital. Dr. Gouin was in invaluable consultant to
the Maryland Christmas Tree Association and its growers, opining on Christmas tree
fire safety, home gardening and everything that touched the horticultural world. All of
his information and knowledge was science-based, with much of it generated from
his own research. He hosted the MCTA summer tree meeting, was a top-notch chef
from Polish to Italian cooking and he always freely gave of his time and heart to
everything he undertook. Rest in Peace--but know your legacy lives on -- especially
in the green industry.
- Marshall & Cindy Stacy

Marshall & Cindy Stacy - August 06, 2018 at 09:51 AM

“

Frank (or Doc Gouin) was such a renaissance man. He taught and mentored me
early in my career in the 1980's. Since reconnecting with him 5 years ago, he
inspired me with his vigor and willingness to help all that asked. He was so talented,
having such diverse abilities...and being so free with his advise. He was sincerely a
hero of mine, and I feel blessed to have known him. I owe him much. My sincerest
sympathies to his wife and family.
Ron Alexander

Ron Alexander - August 05, 2018 at 07:55 PM

“

Behind that gruff exterior, Frank Gouin was a truly generous man in sharing his
knowledge and experience with students, colleagues and Master Gardeners. As a
horticulturalist over my career working in both the public and private sectors, I valued
every interaction we had. He will be missed.
Nicole Stewart

Nicole Stewart - August 05, 2018 at 10:16 AM

“

Dr. Gouin is an icon in the Maryland Christmas Tree Association. His knowledge and
unique teaching style has touched all of us in the Christmas tree business. Personally, I
met Dr. Gouin more than 35 years ago when he introduced myself and many others to his
weed control program. We started using his program on our farm and have used it
continuously to this day. It has been an invaluable tool for us. We will miss you, Dr. Gouin.

Wayne Thomas
Thomas Tree Farm
Wayne Thomas - August 10, 2018 at 07:40 AM

“

I will always remember his great pickled veggies and meats as they did not burn my
mouth.I always looked forward to going to brunch at his farm on New Years Day and Easter
Sunday with the choir from Holy Redeemer Church. . Loved the gatherings of friends & his
family, loved his stories, loved the wildlife of Eagles, Egrets, Herons, etc. Wonderful
memories of
Frank & Clara and all of the choir celebrating St Patty's Day at Margaret Callaghan's house
where he and Clara would entertain us with Who threw the Overalls in Mrs. Murphy's
Chowder. I had my first date with Prof. Del Fanning at a St Patty's Day party in 1997. Frank
was always willing to give advice if you asked - including me. His glider swing on the river
looking out over the water, his bird feeding station, the breeze and tall trees brought much
solace and peacefulness to me. Thanks, Frank & Clara, for sharing all this with Del and me.
Emily Fanning
Emily - August 19, 2018 at 12:48 PM

“

I first came to know Frank and Clara through participating in Cana Club discussion groups
at Holy Redeemer Church in College Park, MD in the late 1960's with my first wife Mary
Christine (Chris) Fanning, who unfortunately died suddenly in August, 1994. Frank and I
became fellow professors and later Emeritus Professors in the College of Agriculture and
Natural Resources at UM, Frank in Horticulture and me as a soil scientist in Agronomy.
Frank was very knowledgeable about soils as well as plants. Frank even served as major
adviser to Chris for her M.S. in the in the 1980's and he and I were co-authors of a scientific
paper dealing with heavy metals in sewage sludge and their uptake by plants with my
graduate student who became Dr. Ron Korcak, now retired from USDA ARS, who I am
sure would want to be remembered to the Gouin family, but, now living in NYC, he has
probably not yet learned of Frank's passing. Frank was always such a vibrant person that I
can yet hardly believe he's gone after first learning of his demise today, 9/20/18, in Prayers
for our Beloved Dead in the Holy Redeemer church bulletin. Emily and I only returned from

my old country home in northern NY state about a week ago. We are very sorry for missing
his funeral. Emily and I express our Sympathies and Best Wishes to Clara, Tina, Bonnie
and other family members and friends. Frank was one of the most thoughtful and wonderful
men that I have ever known. thank God for sharing him and his many gifts with us. Delvin
Fanning
Delvin S. Fanning - August 19, 2018 at 04:18 PM

