Helen Marie Ford
June 1, 1928 - February 26, 2021

Mrs. Ford was born Helen Marie Hall on 1 June 1928 in Upper Marlboro, Maryland, the
daughter of Hamilton Hall and Marguerite (Ryan) Hall. She attended school at St. Mary of
the Assumption parish school. Through her life she remained devoted to the values
instilled there by the sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. After leaving St. Mary’s she
attended and graduated from Upper Marlboro School.
She retired after 37 years of employment by the federal government on 3 June 1987.
During her federal employment she served on Andrews Air Force Base primarily as the
administrative assistant for several successive Base and/or Wing commanders. Her
service was marked with regular awards for outstanding service, including awards from
the U.S. Air Force as civilian employee of the year.
Her lifelong devotion to Upper Marlboro was exemplified by her service as a Town
Commissioner for Upper Marlboro. Elected to that office in 1984 she served 11
consecutive two-year terms as a commissioner. Following her retirement from federal
service in 1987 she served as president of the town commission for 18 years beginning in
1988. As president of the board of town commissioners she also functioned as the primary
administrative officer for the town, a task that regularly demanded 40 hours or more per
week. During her tenure, the commissioners refused any increase in their nominal salary.
When she left office in 2008, the town enjoyed a surplus of over two million dollars in its
treasury. In 2004 Mrs. Ford was inducted into the Maryland Municipal League Hall of
Fame.
Along with her love of Upper Marlboro, Mrs. Ford was devoted to her country and her
family. She is preceded in death by her brothers: Hamilton Hall, Jr. and Maurice Hall and
her husband Willie Ray Ford. She was a loving and devoted mother, grandmother,
daughter and aunt. She is survived by her son (William) Ray Ford, her grandchildren,
Blaine, Caitlin and Madeline Ford and her daughter-in-law Eileen Ford.

Events
MAR
6

Memorial Gathering

10:00AM - 11:30AM

Lee Funeral Home - Clinton
6633 Old Alexandria Ferry Road, Clinton, MD, US, 20735

MAR
6

Memorial Mass

12:00PM

St. Mary of the Assumption Catholic Parish
14908 Main Street, Upper Marlboro, MD, US, 20772

MAR
6

Inurnment
Resurrection Cemetery
8000 Woodyard Road, Clinton, MD, US, 20735

Comments

“

I sure wish I knew that Helen had passed. I'm truly saddened of her passing and that
I didn't get a chance to say goodbye. As her caregiver of over 3 plus years on and off
I just have no words

anna warren - April 11 at 09:19 PM

“

Ray, Eileen and family, My prayers are with you and your family. Having been raised
in Upper Marlboro I will always remember her. I knew her from my childhood and she
was a good friend of my Moms. I can still hear them talking and laughing and having
a good time when they were together. God bless you all. Carol Wayson

Carol Wayson - March 16 at 01:32 AM

“

Dear Ray and Eileen, Your mom's life of service really impressed me. I did not know
how much she did for Upper Marlboro and the Air Force. Truly you can be proud of
her and her unselfish accomplishments. Her faith has led her to paradise and for that
I rejoice. For your loss, I grieve with you. Eternal rest grant unto her, oh Lord. Frank
Desiderio

Frank Desiderio - March 09 at 08:17 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Helen Marie Ford.

March 06 at 08:03 AM

“

I offer my condolences to Ray, Eileen and the entire Ford/Hall family. It seems like it
was only yesterday when my parents bought a house on Rectory Lane and we
moved to Upper Marlboro. The truth is “yesterday” the year was 1958! This means,
of course, that Helen Ford and I were neighbors for over 60 years. During 22 of those
years, I watched with admiration as Mrs. Ford served on the Town’s Board of
Commissioners. She served with the highest level of integrity. And, her 22-year
tenure is unlikely ever to be matched. Any town in the United States would be lucky
to have a public servant like Mrs. Ford. She has been a great friend and I will miss
our frequent conversations.

Mark Ford - March 05 at 09:26 PM

“

It was my privilege to serve as the first town clerk under Mrs. Ford when she became
President of the town commissioners. She truly did her job out of a deep love for the
town and as a servant, not a politician. I have often said that if every elected official
followed her example of honesty and fairness America would be a better country
today. Mrs. Ford was an amazing boss and became a devoted friend. She often told
me that God planned her life and sent special people to work under her as
employees. I am so glad that I was one of them. I love Mrs. Ford and will greatly miss
her. My heartfelt sympathy goes out to her precious family and friends.

Sandra Ferguson - March 05 at 03:41 PM

“

The Franklins offer their condolences. Ms. Helen was our neighbor and I will
remember the chats we had together about the Town, her life, and mostly our
landscaping adventures. I will also remember the gift she gave me in the joy of
seeing my children excited to help their neighbors. She loved seeing my son outside
shoveling her driveway or moving fallen branches for her. And he loved doing it.
Even when she was no longer on the Town Commission she was helping to create
the next generation of good neighbors and good citizens. She will be missed.

Sarah Franklin - March 04 at 02:32 PM

“

I met Mrs. Ford at a town hall meeting after I moved into the Town of Upper Marlboro
in 1983. We became friends because of our similar interests and desires to improve
the Town. I soon ran on a ticket with Helen and Mr. Larry Warman and all three of us
were elected as Town Commissioners. I remember starting such events as Santa
Rides through Town with the local Fire Department, Halloween parades on Main
Street for the little ones, building and dedicating the new Town office, installing the
historic signs as observed on the edges of the Town and representing the citizens
with Helen and Larry to ensure the safety of the citizens and maintain the integrity
the Town deserved. I served three terms with Helen before moving out of the Town to
get married, but kept in touch every so often with her. We shared fun memories and
many photos together over the years. I can still see her face, her smile and her firm
way of getting her point across. My husband went to school with her son and I met
him in the Town and again at school reunions. I asked about her recently and was
told she still kept the Town in check. She truly loved the Town of Upper Marlboro and
that was clear by her lifelong efforts. She always talked about her grandchildren and
loved them dearly. Helen, thanks for the great memories and prayers of comfort to
her family. Mark Hoover and Joyce Bare Conlon

Joyce Bare Conlon - March 04 at 12:52 PM

“

Dreams From the Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Helen Marie Ford.

March 04 at 10:32 AM

“

Sweet Sincerity was purchased for the family of Helen Marie Ford.

March 04 at 07:01 AM

“

May She Rest Peace Prayers Sent

Jeff Wyvill - March 03 at 10:31 PM

“

Ray - My wife and I offer our sympathy on the passing of your mother. From her
obituary it is clear she led a remarkable and fulfilling life. May your memories of your
mom always bring you peace, comfort and strength.

Tom Davey - March 03 at 08:07 PM

“

Our deepest condolences to Helen's family. She was a loving, caring person that
always had a smile on her face. Her love for the town displayed in her hard work to
all...

Jimmy Rector - March 03 at 06:09 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Helen Marie Ford.

March 03 at 03:39 PM

“

Wendy Sue And Joe lit a candle in memory of Helen Marie Ford

Wendy Sue and Joe - March 01 at 06:48 PM

“

I’m sorry to hear of the passing of
Aunt Helen. Her father Hamilton and my grandmother, Mary Hall Straining were
sister and brother. He was the baby and only boy.
Helen had all the family history in her mind. I took notes as we spoke on the phone. It
was such a joy to have a connection remaining with my grandmothers’ side of the
family.
We lost touch when she no longer lived in her Marlboro home.
She’s now with her family; a comforting thought. I’ll miss her. Rest In Peace.
Susan Madden

Susan Madden - March 01 at 02:22 PM

“

With deepest sympathy and prayers to Ray and family. Aunt Helen was my
godmother and over the years we had a great relationship. I always loved and
laughed at her jokes during the time we had together. I loved to visit her and I always
managed to send her special cards for all different occasions. But most of all I loved
our phone conversations we had.
She will be missed greatly.
Love,
Betty Jean and family

Betty Jean Gribble - March 01 at 09:48 AM

