Henry David Sacks
June 15, 1928 - September 11, 2019

Local Washingtonian, Henry Sacks, 91, died at home in his beloved P.G. County on
September 11th.
A man who truly never met a stranger, “Shipwreck Henry” was equally comfortable with
people at a black-tie gala or on the backstretch at Rosecroft Raceway. He was a people
person through and through.
A graduate of Eastern High School, Henry served in the U.S. Army during the Korean War.
After his Honorable Discharge, he signed on with a company that installed natural gas in
homes and businesses across the country. For the next 20 years, Henry and his fellow
crew members worked in all 50 states. While working in New Jersey at the tail end of the
gas job, one of his pals coaxed Henry into meeting “The prettiest girl he’d ever seen”. That
girl was Sonya Puzio and, shortly thereafter, became Mrs. Henry Sacks.
They both had a deep desire to start a family and they eventually settled in a brand new
$32,000 house in Camp Springs. After Joey, Davey, and Tammy came along, the family
created wonderful memories and shared special experiences at Camp Springs
Elementary, St. Phillip’s, Camp Springs Boys and Girls Club, Bishop McNamara, La
Reine, St. Stephen’s, and the University of Maryland…and on and on it goes.
Henry loved every single minute of being a Dad…and he was plenty good at it. He was
“Old School” before Old School was even a thing.
He often referred to himself as “The World’s Most Successful Failure” because of some
failed business ventures and the lack of a fat bank account. But the truth is, he was a
success in every sense of the word. His jobs included: Paper Boy, Shoe Shiner, Pool
Room Cook, Bookmaker, New Car Salesman, Used Car Wholesaler, Partial Owner of Flim
Flam the Ice Cream Man Truck, Co-Owner of Shipwreck Henry’s Restaurant in
Washington, DC, Campaign Manager in Florida, Real Estate Broker, and probably a few
others.

He had his own proprietary world-famous crab seasoning that he used at his crab feasts
for friends and family over the years. His crab feasts were legendary.
Henry was a character in a world that sorely needs more of them and every single person
who ever crossed his path is the better for it.
Henry was preceded in death by his parents, Nathan and Esther Sacks, and his brother
Jack Sacks (Pauline). He is survived by his children Joe (Theresa), Davey, and Tammy.
He is also survived by his four grandchildren, Brendan, Nicole, Danielle, and Jamie, and
countless other family and friends.
We would like to offer a special thanks to Miguel Valderrama for going above and beyond
as a caregiver over the past several weeks. Special thanks also to Bonnie, Sylvia, and
Nana from Heartland Hospice. They all provided great care and compassion for Henry.
In lieu of flowers, please consider making a donation to St. Jude’s Children's Research
Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105 or online at www.stjude.org
Henry always had a soft spot in his heart for kids, especially those who were less
fortunate.
The family wishes to invite everyone to one of Henry's favorite spots for continuing
fellowship and refreshment after the services are concluded at the funeral home. Contact
the funeral home for additional information.
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Viewing

11:00AM - 01:00PM

Lee Funeral Home - Clinton
6633 Old Alexandria Ferry Road, Clinton, MD, US, 20735
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Funeral Service

01:00PM

Lee Funeral Home - Clinton
6633 Old Alexandria Ferry Road, Clinton, MD, US, 20735
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Interment and Honors

11:00AM

Maryland Veterans Cemetery - Cheltenham
11301 Crain HIghway, Cheltenham, MD, US, 20623

Comments

“

Henry was one of the nicest men I have ever met. I had been planning on visiting
Henry to show off my 2 children for months. I had no idea his health was failing or I
would have definitely made the trip to MD. He certainly will be missed. My thoughts
and prayers are with his family. James Healy (from Ireland)

James Healy - September 16 at 08:21 PM

“

Deborah Boyles sent a virtual gift in memory of Henry David Sacks

Deborah Boyles - September 16 at 05:33 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Deborah Boyles - September 16 at 05:32 PM

“

4 files added to the tribute wall

Marijana Uroševic - September 16 at 04:17 PM

“

He loved saying to me, "There goes Charles Taylor wife", he was an avid Washington
Redskins Fan. Charles Taylor was a player back in the day when the Redskins won games.
We always ran into each other at the Giant.

Beverly Taylor, neighbor
Ann Beverly Taylor - September 17 at 07:19 PM

“

i met Henry for the first time with my husband Bobby Lyles at a hotel where there was a
coin show. He came up to me and gave me the biggest hug and told Bobby he hit the jack
pot. He was the sweetest man I ever met. Bobby and he were great friends. My whole
family loved Henry. He came to Bobby's 80th Birthday Party and he had a ball. I will miss
his great letters he sent to us.They came from the heart. We will miss him always.You have
my deepest sympathy. May the love of God comfort you in this time of sorrow.
-Emma Lyles
Emma Lyles - September 22 at 08:59 AM

“

Talking with Henry always made the world seem right. If you were his friend you were the
luckiest person around. He could get you back on track faster than anyone. A lovelier
person did not exist. His spirit will always be with us as well as so memories of days gone
by. What else can you say but "well done good and faithful servant. Now enter into the
house of my Father",
Lindy and Tim Cullen
Lindy and Tim Cullen - October 07 at 06:47 PM

“

I'll always remember something he told me many years ago, and I use everyday.
"Don't worry about the small stuff... Everything is small stuff."
Rest in peace my friend...

Dan Whetstine - September 16 at 06:56 AM

“

Days of Sunshine Bouquet was purchased for the family of Henry David Sacks.

September 16 at 01:28 AM

“

No greater human being ever lived than Henry Sacks. He touched the lives of
everyone who had the pleasure of knowing him. You will be missed by so many
people.
So glad I had the privilege of knowing you.
Charlene

Charlene Wheeler - September 16 at 12:58 AM

“

Henry always brought a smile to your face, his jokes and recorded cassette tape
songs, that were always wrote and sung by him... He would always drive up in his
car and you would never know what he was going to bring you, sing you or just tell
you a joke, His joy was just to make you smile and this is the gift he gave me, I was
blessed to know him and I know that heaven has a awesome angel to keep them
smiling... I will miss you Henry always, Ricky

Ricky Willis - September 15 at 10:46 PM

“

Henry was a true one of kind American original. No matter when or where you crossed
paths with him, you were left richer than you were before and always with a smile on your
face. Henry, my friend, you will be missed by many and remembered by all who knew you. I
hope you are writing songs to entertain the other angels.
Keith Fralin - September 16 at 09:07 PM

“

Henry was always there to help you.He was full of understanding and always there to
give you a hand.
Thank you Henry for that.
I cant imagine our stay in USA without a name of Henry Sacks and belive me,I am
always telling a story about you,whenever I have a chance.
We were very young back days we met you and thank you for showing us some
manners and gave us some very good life directions.
Good buy old friend.
Hope you are on a better place
Sasha,Serbia

Tonkovic Saša - September 15 at 05:26 PM

“

Shipwreck Henry, as he often called himself to me, was a Very Special Man, an icon,
and mentor to so many folks. We spent countless days at the Old GTC offices
together in conversations about life, his past, his children (that were the apples of his
eye) , and his Great Love for Life and Writing!
Songs, Poems, recording cassette tapes were his passion and he often gave them to
me and others as gifts from his heart!
He will never know what these old conversations meant to me , but he genuinely
cared for others , and was a true genius of a man!
I haven’t seen or talked to Henry in many years, but he was always near and Dear to
My Heart, as was the children ( Joey, Davy, Tammy)
I Love you All and will Never forget your Thoughtful, Kind, Compassionate & Loving
Dad!
We Will Meet Again One Day, Henry , and I know you will still be Telling your Stories

and Entertaining Everyone like you loved to do! You will be Greatly Missed here on
this Earth!
My Sincerest Sympathy to Joey, Teresa, Davy, Tammy, & their Families! Love to You
All!
Debby Robinson
Debby Robinson - September 15 at 05:10 PM

“

6 files added to the album Friends

Deborah Temples - September 15 at 05:10 PM

“

Dear Henry,
I am not a poet enough like you to describe such a great man full of love and youth.
I'm honored to meet you and the memories will remain forever. Rest in peace.
May God bless your family.
Love,
Marijana
From Serbia

Marijana Uroševic - September 15 at 04:52 PM

“

Rest in peace Henry. You were a great man. I'm very proud to have known you.
America has lost an excellent role model to younger generations.
Condolences to the family.
Greetings from Serbia.
Marko

Marko - September 15 at 03:03 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Henry David Sacks.

September 15 at 02:16 PM

“

Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased for the family of Henry David Sacks.

September 14 at 10:29 AM

“

Ringed by Love was purchased for the family of Henry David Sacks.

September 13 at 11:47 PM

“

hENRY LOVED THE WORLD AND WORLD LOVED HIM
HE WAS THE MOST UNIQUE PERSON I HAVE EVER KNOWN
HIS SPIRIT AND QUEST FOR LIFE WILL ENDURE FOREVER
THERE WILL NEVER BE ANOTHER LIKE SIR HENRY
GOD BLESS HIS SOUL
MAY HE REST IN PEACE

DINO vinciguerra - September 13 at 06:26 PM

“

Many will mourn the loss of this great soul. He will live on through great memories
and the hundreds of stories yet to be told. He was a great american and It was an
honor to know him. God Bless Henry and his family.

Thomas Foor - September 13 at 03:43 PM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of Henry David Sacks.

September 13 at 06:57 AM

“

23 files added to the album Friends

JettaJimm Valle - September 12 at 11:08 PM

“

Great obit. Heart as big as a bushel basket.
Much love.

Linda Buettner Glazer & Gary Glazer - September 12 at 09:26 PM

“

We loved him very much and will miss ship wreck Henry Charlotte and Dick elms

dick and charlotte elms - September 12 at 06:01 PM

“

Henry was a dear soul who always made me laugh. His theme inspired ukulele
songs were staples at many parties over the years, usually followed up by a cassette
tape a few days later. He enjoyed making everyone smile and we are all very sad to
see him go. There's NO one like "shipwreck," and never will be. Stuart and Harry Joe
were waiting for you up there Henry...give em hell! xoxoxoCherie Long

Cherie Long - September 12 at 01:59 PM

“

Susan Bossley lit a candle in memory of Henry David Sacks

Susan Bossley - September 12 at 09:45 AM

