James Cathro
June 10, 1933 - November 5, 2019

James “Jim” Cathro, 86, of Clinton, MD passed away peacefully surrounded by family on
November 5, 2019. Jim was born on June 10, 1933 to David and Sybella Cathro in
Holyoke, MA and was the youngest of four children, having three older sisters, Sybella
(Bill) Ford, Thelma (Doug) Riley and Audrey (Len) Boyle.
Jim married the the love of his life, Nancy on May 25, 1962 and they spent most of their
days side by side. Jim survived raising his seven children, David, Douglas, Amy (Bert),
Mark, Michael(Karen), Teresa (Billy),and Jennifer. And we all know which one was his
favorite. He and Nancy welcomed all friends of their children with the same unconditional
love that they showed their own.
Jim spent 2 years in the U.S. Army and the rest of his 36 year career as a civilian Photo
Interpreter for Navel Intelligence receiving numerous commendations for his work. This
position was perfect for him because he was an avid photographer documenting the lives
of his children and grandchildren.
Most of all what he loved to do was travel with Nancy, whether it was just a Sunday drive
or on the many cruises they took. He loved a good joke, a good laugh and he loved having
his family around, including his grandchildren Ashley, Jamie, Ryan, Dominic, Donovin,
Megan, Danny and Logan. He especially enjoyed his silly hound dogger Pico. He was an
avid collector of Americana memorabilia which is currently up for bids on eBay (his family
inherited his sense of humor). He also enjoyed watching TV (a little too loud), working in
his yard, and puttering around.
We would like to give a very special thank you to Regina Kempf and Karen Brown for all
their help through the years and to Holy Cross Hospital for the exceptional care they gave
our father and family during this time.
A celebration of his life will be announced at a later date. In lieu of flowers contributions
can be made in his memory to The Mary Surratt House, 9118 Brandywine Road, Clinton

MD 20735 or Cosca Park Clearwater Nature Center, 11400 Thrift Road, Clinton, MD
20735

Comments

“

9 files added to the album Jim Cathro

Amy Cathro Guimond - November 11, 2019 at 09:50 AM

“

1 file added to the album Jim Cathro

Amy Cathro Guimond - November 11, 2019 at 09:47 AM

“

He read the comics every day. And he always had a chuckle. So glad we were able to
capture it.
Amy Cathro Guimobd - November 15, 2019 at 09:00 PM

“

Jim Cathro was a phenomenal father. When I was eight years old in the summer of
1971, Jim and his family moved two houses down from me in Surratts Gardens.
Their eldest of six gorgeous children (one more came in the Summer of 1973), was
Dave. Like me, Dave was eight years old, and from that moment on - I considered
myself the luckiest kid on the planet. To say I loved playing with the Cathro children is
an understatement – I lived for it. During the next few years, I jumped into their
family, as if I was jumping into a swimming pool - with babies constantly on my lap,
on my shoulders, or on my back. However, the most vivid and striking memories of
all - were watching Jim play with his babies. I was awestruck! I immediately said to
myself, “I want to marry a man like Jim Cathro.” Jim had a special demonstrative love
and talent with those babies, he laughed and prodded the children, and they
gobbled-it-up with the same laughter and affection in kind. It was one of the most
strikingly beautiful experiences I have ever known - and it filled my heart to its
depths. Jim gave most of his children endearing nicknames, such as “Bashful Fick”
for one of his twin baby boys – Michael. You could always find Jim laughing or
smiling around his home. When he would see me outside, he ALWAYS made it a
point to holler to me, “Hi Karen!” I hope he knows how much I appreciated that,
children crave attention from caring adults. Jim always greeted all of his children’s

friends at the door with a robust, “Hey So-and-so! Come on in!” No matter what was
happening in your world, you felt welcomed and loved when Jim greeted you at the
door that way, and it never mattered what time of the day or night you rang the
doorbell, Jim always greeted you that way. Every Christmas Season, when his
children were young, Jim would invite Santa Clause over to his house for an special
evening of laughter and gifts, I was beyond fortunate to be included in this special
Cathro family event . As Dave and I grew into young adults, Jim was always a voice
of reason, and someone that his children did not want to disappoint. As a father, Jim
eclipsed, in light years, the iconic television images of Ward Cleaver and Mike Brady
in real time. I was lucky enough to be there and see it for myself and live it. Although
I was only a neighbor, his paternal influence on my life was profound – and I am
beyond grateful for him. Thank you God for Jim, and thank you Jim for those
experiences, I hope you know what an impact you had on my life, and how much I
appreciate and Love you and your family!
Karen Brown - November 10, 2019 at 10:40 PM

“

Thank you Karen for the beautiful tribute. We know what a difference he made in our lives
but it fills our hearts to know he made a difference in others. I hope we can live up to our
fathers love and compassion for others. You are always part of this family and we love you
like a sister!
Amy Cathro Guimond - November 11, 2019 at 09:38 AM

“

For what it is worth. Jimmy was my favorite uncle just like Thelma was my favorite
aunt. I know everyone will miss him terribly. My fondest memory, was when we lived
in Plantation, Fla. those many years ago,waiting for hours at the end of the street to
be there when his MG came speeding toward us. We had never seen an MG before,
What a thrill! My condolences to all who loved him.
Rusty

Rusty - November 10, 2019 at 11:13 AM

“

Your memory of our dad is priceless. Thank you so much for sharing. We never really got to
appreciate the MG since he had seven kids and it didn’t fit all of us. But he told us stories
and we knew he loved that car. But loved his family more. Thank you again for sharing your
memory of our dad. It gives us a wonderful picture of him!
Amy Cathro Guimobd - November 15, 2019 at 08:55 PM

“

I will always remember the many Thanksgivings and other times that our families
spent together. I can hear Jim's laugh, our mom's saying "now, you kids!," and I
remember the fun we all had. JIm was always kind and patient, and he had a great
sense of humor. I treasure the memories. I am very sorry for your loss. Thinking of
you all. Sending hugs and love.

Sharon Boyd Panakis
Sharon Panakis - November 10, 2019 at 10:07 AM

“

I met Jim and Nancy on June 10th 1962. I was very pregnant with Sharon and we lived in
an apartment across the hall from them (Marlow Overlook). When Sharon was born in
August I never had to ask twice if they would like to babysit. They would have moved her to
their apartment if I would have let them. Beginning at Thanksgiving 1972 we started having
Thanksgiving dinners together alternating homes each year. Each child got to pick a
favorite vegetable. Those are the fun family times I will never forget. I send my love and
sympathy to the entire cathro family. My thoughts and prayers are with each and everyone
of you. Love, Marilyn
Marilyn Boyd - November 10, 2019 at 10:33 AM

“

We loved sharing Thanksgiving with you! And your pool in the summer! I know we have
boxes of pictures of our get togethers when I find them I’ll be sure to share them with you.
Thank you so much for sharing your memories of our father and family. And especially your
thoughts and prayers during this time. Thank you!
Amy Cathro Guimobd - November 15, 2019 at 08:58 PM

