Joseph DeNavas
January 25, 1951 - May 3, 2020

Joseph DeNavas, 69, of Dunkirk, Maryland, passed away on May 3, 2020, surrounded by
his beloved family.
Having grown up in Washington, District of Columbia, Joe attended Mackin High School
as a devoted Catholic. However, after moving to Maryland Joe attended his last year at
Suitland High School. Soon after, he enlisted in the United States Navy. He transitioned to
Reserves and was honorably discharged after 10 years of service. During that time, Joe
continued his education at the University of Maryland, where he received a Bachelor in
Science. He then went on to attend Loyola University Maryland and achieved his Masters
in Business Administration. Joe eventually began work for Pepco Holdings, Inc., as a
Power Planning Consultant, and continued his employment there for 46 years.
Joe brightened every room he walked into with his infectious smile and sense of humor.
He was selfless; always putting others before himself. Most importantly, he was a family
man. Joe was deeply devoted to his wife of 38 years and to his three children. He filled
their life with optimism. He always encouraged his children to be the best version of
themselves and strive for greatness. His kind soul and generosity continues to live on
through those who had the pleasure of knowing him.
Joe is survived by his wife, Lela; son, Joseph; daughters, Laura and Sarah; and his sister,
Linda DeNavas-Keska. Joe is predeceased by his parents, Joseph and Segunda; and his
sister, Mary Shasho.
A memorial service will be held at Lee Funeral Home Calvert and a private burial service
will follow.

Comments

“

So very sorry to hear this news. I worked with Joe at Pepco beginning in the late 70s.
Not only work but sports and social events also. There were a lot of fun times. Joe
was very devoted to his family and he surely will be missed.

Mark Ernest - May 09 at 07:43 PM

“

I had many fun times and great memories with Joe. Playing golf, playing softball or
just drinking a beer with him. I worked with Joe at Pepco for many years and was a
part of the killowatt club of which he was the president at one time. He was so proud
of his family and I will pray that God helps guide them all through this most difficult
time. RIP Joe DeNavas.

Bobby Rhodes - May 09 at 10:29 AM

“

I remember Joe for his gentle nature and kindness. I Never heard an unkind word
from Joe towards anyone in the many years we worked at PEPCO. One of a kind.
TOM JONES

TOM JONES - May 08 at 09:22 PM

“

Lela, Joey, Laura, and Sarah,
Joe always displayed so much love for you. I remember all the enjoyment he got out
of scouting and being with Frank. May your fond memories help you through the
difficult times.
Debra, Josh, Matt, and Ursula Disharoon

Debra Kidwell Disharoon - May 08 at 07:44 PM

“

So sorry to hear this. Condolences to the family.
Ed Zumstein
Calvert Estates neighbor

Ed Zumstein - May 08 at 12:44 PM

