Louis James Martucci
May 23, 1938 - November 29, 2019

Louis James Martucci was born on the 23rd day of May in 1938. He was raised in Long
Island, NY as a son of an Italian immigrant, Salvatore James Martucci and his beloved
mother, Giovanna. He was the first male son in his family to get a college education,
attending Villanova, Brooklyn School of Law and the University of Baltimore, where he
graduated in 1965. After that, he went on to serve as an Assistant State’s Attorney for
Prince George’s County until 1969, when he made the move to the private practice as a
Criminal Defense Attorney.
Louis J. Martucci, or 'Lou" as most of us called him, was widely recognized as one of the
top criminal lawyers in Prince George’s County for over 50 years. He will be remembered
as “one of the best”. Lou was a Sole practitioner and somewhat of an anomaly in a world
of large law firms and high hourly fees at the time he began. He only charged a flat fee to
his clients to defend them in court and he took many cases on a pro bono basis. He
accomplished his goals in his profession by working harder than most and mastering the
art of compromise, which resonated in over 50 years of success as a defense attorney. He
believed that the criminal system must change for the better and that it was his duty to
represent and defend the downtrodden and the oppressed. In 1997, Judge Vincent Femia
made a statement about Lou’s ability to win over a jury when he said, “…he sold that jury
chicken feathers when they thought they were getting chicken soup.”
Many would consider Lou a good friend, and one thing he had was many friends. His son
would say, “Lou would meet strangers and they’d walk away as friends”. If Lou were to
respond, he’d most likely quote Will Rogers by saying “I’ve never met a man I didn’t like”.
You could say that he always considered you innocent before proven guilty and maybe
that absence of pre-judgement to new relationships is why he came to know so many as
friends and defended his clients so well. He had a special something about him that made
you want to engage in conversation with him; he was genuine, charismatic and
memorable. Let’s not forget that he was also a very good musician, a man of many
talents. He learned to play the piano as a young child and carried on that love of music for
the remainder of his life. We will never forget him.

Lou died at the age of 81 years, the morning of the 29th of November 2019 at his home in
Owings, MD. He was survived by his wife and best friend for over 35 years, Nancy J.
Martucci. He was also a father to his son Brian Martucci and daughter in-law Sarah
Jordan, his son Steven Martucci and daughter-in-law Tammy, and his stepson Michael
Vermillion. He was Papa Lou to two beautiful granddaughters, and he was a brother to
Robert “Bob” Martucci and his sister-in-law, Sally.
Rest in peace Lou. We love you and will miss you.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at the Covenant Community of Jesus the
Good Shephard Catholic Church, 1601 W. Mt. Harmony Road, Owings, MD 20736 at 11
am on Thursday, December 5th. Visit http://www.ccjgs.org/ for more information.
If desired, and in Lieu of flowers, contributions in Lou’s honor can be made directly to St.
Jude’s Hospital @ https://www.stjude.org/donate . Condolences can be made online by
visiting https://www.leefuneralhomes.com/obituaries/Louis-Martucci/#!/Obituary
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Comments

“

I am so sad to hear of the passing of Lou. As a fellow Villanovan musician we shared
memorable times playing together. What a great pianist he was! My condolences to
Nancy and Lou's family for their loss. -- With sincere sympathy, Jim Wilde

Jim Wilde - December 05, 2019 at 09:03 PM

“

5 files added to the tribute wall

Tammy Martucci - December 05, 2019 at 07:40 AM

“

Hi Dad,
I actually began writing earlier this morning, while reading all the loving and caring
memories shared by others in your life.
I want to take a moment to gather myself so I can Thank You on so many levels as
time draws closer to mass today, saying our final good bye.
Having been your daughter-in-law near 30 years, married to Stephen, we've enjoyed
so many things together; meeting up for skiing at deep creek, enjoying dinners at the
mountain and night time ride on the frozen lake on snow mobiles after glass of wine
to us keep warm. Boating on the bay (in one of your many boats) and those Route 4
rides between Steve & me and You & Nancy on the way to dinners anywhere, as
long as the ride was fast and the view in site was water :-) !!
For me personally - I've enjoyed our conversations over the years...while walking
Stephen and my dog (Brandi) while waiting for him to get home from work....years on
our front porch sitting with glass of something or at your home with a recent drink
"Nancy" just created, followed the next morning at Sunday mass asking for
forgiveness for that drink...
Then years later hospital adventures and Rehab facilities are all shared times I will
treasure because, good & bad, they were spent with you!!
Dad, You were full of life, always trying to be a better person in the years I've know
you. But there was no way you could ever know to us, Steve & I, how perfect You
were and always wanted more precious time together.

We LOVE YOU and will MISS YOU! The void of your passing will always be painful
but knowing you're no longer uncomfortable, now with loved ones already in heaven,
and one day we will join you, somehow provides us comfort.
God Bless Nancy, Brian, Stephen, Sara, Michael, Skyler, Zoey, Uncle Bob, Aunt
Sally and so many, many more...as we mourn your passing, celebrate your life and
legacy.
I've been so proud to call You Dad!! Love you so much, Tammy Martucci
Tammy Martucci (Stephen's Wife) - December 05, 2019 at 07:00 AM

“

What a loving and thoughtful posting! I first met Lou in Bud Marshall’s State’s Attorney’s
office and we continued a long association including times spent as Associates with Joe
DePaul in College Park and our family times in Kettering and Holy Family Church where we
both raised 2 sons. We differed on our navigation choices for the Bay: Power vs. Sailing
God speed Lou- we miss you and cherish memories of our many times and adventures.
Jim and Janice Kenkel
James Kenkel - December 10, 2019 at 10:52 AM

“

Goodbye to our beloved Lou. I remember back in 1981 when I was hired by the
Prince George’s County Police Department and when I first met you in the
courthouse. You were loved by so many people in and around the courthouse. This
included other lawyers and the judges. I would see you and the judges walking the
hallways of the courthouse filled with laughter. Whoever thought years down the
road, you would become my brother-in-law. We will miss your laughter, the love you
had for your wife Nancy, which is my older sister (Jean), your granddaughters Skyler
and Zoey. Not to forget your stepson Michael (my nephew), who loved you dearly. I
cannot imagine my sister Nancy Jean’s life without you in it, as the Lord has taken
you from her too soon. My twin sister Judy loved to bake you your favorite desserts.
If anyone had a sweet tooth, it certainly was you. The time has come to say goodbye
as you will rest in peace. Our lives will be empty without you in it, but you will never
be forgotten. I love you, Lou.
Bonnie Meunier & Jimmy

Bonnie Meunier - December 04, 2019 at 08:57 PM

“

The day has come to say goodbye to my brother-in-law, Lou. I will sincerely miss our
conversations, our shared laughter sipping red wine when spending the night at your
house with you and my sister Nancy (Jean). I never visited your home without
bringing Aunt Marabeth's Coconut Pound Cake. Sadly, my days of making cakes to
bring over to you and Jean are over. I'm sure that you would agree that your
caretaker, Barbara, loved the cakes too and will miss them.

I will always appreciate the opportunity that you gave me when I worked for you in
your law firm whenever Jean needed a break or when you both went to SC to visit
your granddaughters Skyler and Zoey. Those girls loved their "Papa Lou". To this
day, I can still see you sitting in the cream-color chair reviewing your court case files
for the next day. Those were the "good ole days", as you loved being a lawyer.
Now that the Lord has called you home and Jean is left without you, I promise you
that I will look after your wife (my sister) so she never feels alone as she enters her
next journey through life without you.
Clint, my son Connor, and I will miss you forever. We are comforted in the knowledge
that you served a loving God.
Judy Lindsay
Judy Lindsay - December 04, 2019 at 07:51 PM

“

I was proud and honored to be a part of Louis Martucci's life. As others commented,
those who crossed paths with Lou were left with a positive impression that he was
fair and held no ill will toward others. Lou always had jokes or funny stories to tell
based on his very full life. He provided laughter and inspiration when times were
tough and he successfully guided many through personal trials and tribulations. His
sage wisdom served as guidance when most needed. He tried to make things seem
better, typically using laughter. After just a few moments in time with Lou, you felt like
you had known him forever. He had a keen ability to put life into perspective; to
succinctly describe the difference between right and wrong; and to capture the
essence of the issue and put it into perspective. His goal in life seemed to be to uplift
others. His counsel included the value of hard, decent work and he wasn’t afraid to
practice what he preached. Lou loved the affluence of America; talked about it;
watched it with vigor; felt the ups and downs; and realized many of his personal
dreams.
Lou loved his wife, Nancy Jean. He was a good provider, wanting only the best for
both of them and he sincerely worried about her future when he was gone. He
boasted many times about his sons; his pride impossible to conceal. To his
caretakers he jokingly would flatter. He adored and was amused by the affectionate,
little ones who called him "Papa Lou". He held a great capacity for love and he was
loved by many. He was admired by his clients that he defended; the prosecutors
against whom he battled in court; and the judges who refereed the proceedings.
Shakespeare wrote: “How far that little candle throws his beams! So shines a good
deed in a weary world.” So it is with Lou -- it is impossible to count the thousands
who were shined upon his during his lifetime of service and good deeds to the
community.
Several years ago, Lou experienced a medical issue that diminished his mental and
physical abilities. It was readily apparent that these disabilities stole from him that
which made him such a great advocate. His anguish was apparent, for he wanted so

much to continue his life's work. Even though he was dealt a losing hand, he
remained cheerful and retained his soaring position with within the ranks of all time
winners. He did not accomplish this feat alone; Nancy Jean was there every step of
the way to help him; her love and support, during both good and difficult times, is
immeasurable. Many times we prayed our fondest desire, that God would strengthen
Lou from despair. Our prayers are answered, today he walks with the Lord in heaven.
Clint Lindsay
Clint Lindsay - December 04, 2019 at 05:48 PM

“

Rose Romanesque Bouquet was purchased for the family of Louis James Martucci.

December 04, 2019 at 04:54 PM

“

9 files added to the album Family Pictures

Mike - December 04, 2019 at 04:27 PM

“

Steve and Brian, here’s remembering one of THE coolest, loveable, and most fun
dads in Kettering. From riding (your) minibikes by “the ditch” (without my mom
knowing), to riding a jet boat on the bay to just hanging-out in Ocean City, it was
always fun, family, and warmth with y’all and your dad. Our thoughts and prayers are
with you and your family. John Kenkel

John Kenkel - December 04, 2019 at 04:09 PM

“

I always admired Lou’s legal skills and his powers of persuasion.Over the course of
his career, I’m sure he saved his clients hundreds if not thousands of years in jail.I
was always happy to see him and hear his latest stories.A great guy! Maureen
Lamasney

maureen lamasney - December 04, 2019 at 02:43 PM

“

Andres, Karin, Bryson & Trystan Bejerano purchased the Enduring Grace for the
family of Louis James Martucci.

Andres, Karin, Bryson & Trystan Bejerano - December 04, 2019 at 12:18 PM

“

The Team at Traxxis GPS purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family
of Louis James Martucci.

The Team at Traxxis GPS - December 04, 2019 at 12:15 PM

“

All of your Friends at Bechdon purchased the A New Sunrise Spray for the family of
Louis James Martucci.

All of your Friends at Bechdon - December 04, 2019 at 10:48 AM

“

I was a young Patrol Officer with the Prince Georges County Police Department
when I first met Lou. It was the early 70's and it was in the old Hyattsville
Courthouse. Lou was vigorously defending someone for Theft that I had arrested. I
remember not liking him very much because of the way he appeared to be
everyone's friend but mine. After the hearing he stopped me in the hallway and
explained to me that he was only doing his job for his client and that it was nothing
personal. I carried that wisdom with me for the rest of my career. We were never
friends, but he always stopped to chat whenever we ran into each other. Thank You
40 years to late.
Harry Tucker, ID#391 Pr. Geo. Co. Police Dept/Retired

Harry Tucker - December 04, 2019 at 08:35 AM

“

Dreams From the Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Louis James
Martucci.

December 03, 2019 at 07:13 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Louis James Martucci.

December 03, 2019 at 05:52 PM

“

Lou was a great attorney as well as a great man.
Bill Renahan

William F. Renahan - December 03, 2019 at 05:44 PM

“

Dreams From the Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Louis James
Martucci.

December 03, 2019 at 03:06 PM

“

Lou was a terrific guy that I enjoyed seeing around the courthouse both when I was a
new young lawyer and a few grey hairs later. He was always smiling and always had
a kind word. Lou was very funny and I remember how surprised I was when he sat
down the first time to play the piano at a legal event. I had no idea he was so good!. I
always appreciated what a gentleman he was and will miss seeing him around. I
hope that his family finds comfort in the life he lived and fond memories of better
times.
Magistrate Kristin Hileman-Adams

Kristin Hileman-Adams - December 03, 2019 at 03:06 PM

“

Love to you brother, will miss the phone calls .

Robert Martucci - December 03, 2019 at 12:44 PM

“

I am so sadden to hear of Lou's passing. Lou and I met around 1980 when I was a young
Detective with the Prince George's County Police Department. He was an excellent
attorney for his clients and an equally strong adversary in the courtroom. Lou and I shared
many professional legal banters in court and once outside of the courtroom shared many
laughs at either lunch or with a libation. I will miss you my friend.
Jeffery S. Gray - December 04, 2019 at 09:32 AM

“

What a great commentary that Lou's Courtroom opponents have such fond and
complimentary memories of him. Without a doubt, Lou was an incredibly effective advocate
for his clients, a gentleman and a man of faith. My deepest condolences to Nancy and the
entire family. Lou could not have had a better caretaker in his last years than his devoted
wife, Nancy.
May he rest in peace.
Paul Bauer Eason
Paul Bauer Eason - December 04, 2019 at 12:23 PM

“

I met Lou in 1991 when I was new to the Prince George's County Public Defender Office.
He was always helpful, patient and funny when we chatted about our cases for the day. A
wonderful man we're all lucky to have known.

Laura Kelsey Rhodes - December 04, 2019 at 06:45 PM

“

I met Lou in the early 1980's and as a young attorney I distinctly recall watching him in
court and thinking this man was truly an advocate and great on his feet. As others, I feel he
was one of the better attorneys to practice in PG County. I also agree that Lou knew how to
treat people. He was always a friend to me, and I will not forget him.
Terry Roberts - December 09, 2019 at 02:23 PM

