Phyllis G. Kerns
December 13, 1942 - May 26, 2020

Phyllis Irene Gallahan Kerns of White Plains, MD, passed away on Tuesday, May 26,
2020, at the age of 77.
She was born December 13, 1942 to Dewitt Franklin and Lucille Gallahan of Neersville,
VA. Just weeks prior to delivery, the proud parents learned they were having twins! Phyllis
adored her twin brother, Frank; however, proudly proclaimed to be the oldest, if only, by
minutes.
Proud father Dewitt was serving as a surgical technician in the Pacific Theater, World War
II. Upon receiving the good news of the pending births, he was issued a two week pass to
travel home and be with his new family. It was three years later, with an honorable
discharge from the Army, Dewitt returned home again, this time to devote fully to his
family. During these three years, the twins, Phyllis and Frank Jr., enjoyed special times
with their maternal grandparents, George and Daisy Cogle, also of Neersville.
Granddaddy Cogle was partial to his little granddaughter, Phyllis, while Frank Jr. captured
Grandma Cogle’s heart; both were spoiled! That’s what grandparents do!!
Twin brother, Frank Jr. passed away at the age of 48 with heart disease. Phyllis could no
longer share good times with her twin brother. There were, however, four more siblings
she loved deeply.
Phyllis worked for the Prince George’s County Board of Education for 35 years and retired
June 30, 2008. She shared many fond memories of her early career working as the
principal’s secretary. Those memories included meaningful time spent with students, as
well as taking especially “good care” of her teachers at Forestville High School. Later, she
accepted a position in the regional office serving the Assistant Superintendent and
Regional Director. It was during this time, her beloved husband, Bill, succumbed to
pancreatic cancer. With the support of her family and friends, Phyllis worked an additional
five years. In August 2010, she relocated to Southern Maryland and settled into her new
home in Heritage at St. Charles, a 55+ residential community.

Phyllis enjoyed her retirement years traveling with Southern Maryland seniors to Canada,
New York, Pennsylvania, North and South Carolina, Georgia and Tennessee. In between
these trips, she especially enjoyed sending time with her oldest granddaughter, Ashley, in
Philadelphia, and second oldest grandson, Andrew in Colorado.
Phyllis loved to spoil her 11 grandchildren which included two sets of twins; Matthew &
Jason, and Rebecca & Hannah. To her delight, the grandchildren enjoyed spending time
with Nana Kerns too! Family gatherings were great fun, especially Christmas Eve, which
she hosted each year, a tradition she and Bill started early on. Later, siblings Don, Lloyd,
Wes and Jeff organized annual family picnics to shared great food, recall fond memories,
all the while feeling blessed to be part of a large family growing up.
Phyllis found comfort and joy each week spending time with her spiritual sisters during
Book Club. She learned studying her Bible, along with her friends, brought meaningful
purpose to her life. Her favorite daily devotional, “Jesus Calling”, spoke to exactly what
was “on my heart today”. She often asked, “How could the author, Sarah Young, write
each day’s daily devotional especially for me?
Phyllis was the beloved wife of the late William G. Kerns; loving mother of David G. Kerns
and his wife Linda Work of Huntingtown, MD, Steven G. Kerns of Chesapeake Beach, MD
and William Gregory Kerns and his wife Terry of Mechanicsville, MD. She was the dear
sister of Donald Gallahan and husband Stuart Tart of Rockville, MD, Lloyd Gallahan and
his wife Lucille of Virginia, Wesley Gallahan of Virginia, Jeffrey Gallahan and his wife
Valerie of West Virginia, and the late Frank Gallahan, Jr., Fred Gallahan and Debbie
Gallahan. “Nana” was the devoted grandmother of 11 grandchildren and nine greatgrandchildren.
A visitation will be held at Lee Funeral Home Calvert, 8200 Jennifer Lane, Owings, MD
20736, on Tuesday, June 2 from 10 am until start of Funeral Services at 11 am. Interment
will be at Resurrection Cemetery.
For those desiring, memorial contributions in memory of Phyllis, may be directed to the
American Cancer Society, P. O. Box 22478, Oklahoma City, OK 73123.

NEW GUIDELINES FOR ATTENDING VISITATION / SERVICES.
- 50 to 75 people max at any given time in Funeral Home.
- Limit visitation to 15 minutes in visitation room to allow for others to express their

condolences.
- Funeral Services in Chapel limited to 70 people with four (4) people per pew.
- Masks and six foot social distancing still applies.
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Comments

“

Sweet Sincerity was purchased for the family of Phyllis G. Kerns.

June 01, 2020 at 12:37 PM

“

To the Kern Family - We were so sorry to learn of the passing of Ms. Phyllis. She live
on our street here in White Plains, MD. She was one of the first people me and my
husband met. We talked so much in the gym as we exercised. I watched her work in
that beautiful yard almost every day. She was a beautiful person inside and out. She
was so positive about everything, and her laugh made me laugh.
We are Praying that God will comfort and care for your family while you celebrate the
legacy that lives on. You have our deepest Sympathy. God Bless!
Gerald and Bettie Boston

Bettie Davis Boston - June 01, 2020 at 09:14 AM

“

I had the good fortune of working with Phyllis at Forestville High where she was an
exemplary secretary in the main office. Her efficiency and professionalism was unmatched
and her wonderful, positive personality peppered with her contagious laugh, lifted the spirits
of all. Phyllis was not only a colleague but friend who one trusted, respected and loved. My
heart is with her family and I’m sure there’s an office above in the heavens which is
benefiting from her adroit skills and captivating spirit. She was respected, admired and
loved and will be missed.
With deepest sympathy,
Fred Crouch
Fred Crouch - June 04, 2020 at 02:26 PM

“

I taught at Forestville HS and remember Phyllis fondly. So sorry for your loss. She
was a lovely woman with a great smile and a big heart.

Robin Olson - May 31, 2020 at 10:41 AM

“

Sweet Sincerity was purchased for the family of Phyllis G. Kerns.

May 30, 2020 at 07:26 PM

“

I will miss your laughter and our talks outside. I will still not let you get away with your
planting of fake flowers and trying to pass them off as real ones! We had a good
laugh. You were a beautiful person to know and I am so glad my wife and I were able
to get to know you and your family.
Jon and Beth Brandkamp

Jon Brandkamp - May 30, 2020 at 10:02 AM

“

I was welcomed into this family when I was 15 years old. I was broken, angry, and
missed my Dad. My Mom started dating Greg (son of Phyllis) in 2000. I remember
one of the first family gatherings with the Kerns family was held at the Upper
Marlboro home of Bill and Phyllis. I was greeted with a warm smile and comforting
hug; immediately feeling like part of the family. The groans and cheers from the room
where the men watched football reminded me of Sundays with my Dad. It was as if
my Dad had a part in bringing me into the Kerns family even from Heaven; he knew
that with this family I would always feel love even if I was not perfect.
From constant family photos to sampling various food dishes, Phyllis became a part
of my heart. She was more than Greg’s Mom, she was Nana. And, she will be terribly
missed.

Melissa King - May 29, 2020 at 10:20 PM

“

When I think of Nana I can't help but consider the word generation. My grandparents
are of an amazing generation. A generation built on hard work and family. Moxie is
the word I would use to describe myself, I have a lot of moxie (perhaps sometimes
without the know how) and the more I think about this word the more I think this is
passed down from Nana. Along with my love of thrift stores and hosting gatherings of
friends and family. Some of my fondest memories are of sharing salads and wheat
thins with peanut butter and sweet tea after an afternoon at the thrift store. It's hard
to look at her vibrant photos and believe that she is gone. I will miss those yearly
photos with the Christmas tree and our chats, texts and emails. I'm so grateful that
my daughter Anabelle, her great granddaughter, shares her birthday- we will
remember her fondly each year. We love you, Nana and miss you already.

Ashley Kerns - May 29, 2020 at 07:37 PM

“

I was blessed to have worked along side Phyllis for many years in the Prince
George's County School System. Not only were we colleagues but also became
good friends.
Phyllis was one of the most unique people I have ever known. She was professional,
personable, intelligent, generous and gracious to a fault. Following retirement we
continued our friendship--getting together from time to to time to lunch, shop of
course and haunt antique stores. Many people cross our paths during our lifetime but
only a few stand out. Phyllis was one of those individuals.
My heart goes out to her family. Each year I looked forward to her classic Christmas
card displaying her latest adventures with her beloved grand children.
Rest now Phyllis. You were the best.

Delores Hill Brown - May 29, 2020 at 04:23 PM

“

Phyllis was one of the first residents we met when viewing The Heritage
neighborhood in January 2013. She was at the clubhouse after taking her daily walk
and welcomed us with a big smile, she said “welcome, you will love it here”! Each
day was a pleasure to see her walking with a smile & her umbrella. Her beautiful yard
was her pleasure and admired by so many Heritage residents! I’m grateful for the
privilege of knowing Phyllis and the time spent with her at social events at the
clubhouse! She will be missed in our community, and our thoughts and prayers are
with the family at this difficult time!
Rest In Peace Dear Phyllis!

Judy M. Boyd - May 29, 2020 at 12:11 PM

“

Too my Loving, caring and giving mother. You showed me and the world that we
shared that actions speak louder than any words ever spoken. I will never forget how
you greeted myself and every person that came to your home with the biggest smile,
welcoming words of wisdom and caring thoughts ! Over the years you were always
more than willing to sit and listen too my problems than offer your kind, caring words
of how to move forward. You showed me that true love for the ones that surround
you will conquer all. As I sit here with a broken heart and tears streaming down my
face trying to describe with words of what a loving, caring, kind person you where I
stop and realize that anybody that was lucky enough too have know you felt and
experienced what I try to put in words ! As I move forward in this life you are and
always will be part of who I am . I'm so blessed and will cherish forever for having
you as my mother.
With all my Love, Greg

Greg - May 28, 2020 at 10:38 PM

“

Phyllis was an important part of the Women's Connect Group in her neighborhood in
White Plains Maryland for the past ten years. She was one of the original members,
and a faithful attender. She always had a thoughtful and compassionate word to
share when someone needed encouragement. Her laugh, her sense of fun,
impeccable appearance, grace and thoughtfulness were rare qualities in one person.
She was elegant, poised and strove to do everything with excellence. Her home and
garden were admired by all the neighbors, because she put so much effort into
making them beautiful. I will miss her sweet quirky smile, her words of wisdom, and
her beautiful countenance. I will miss seeing her walking the neighborhood, chatting
with all the neighbors who she always had time to show an interest in. Many here at
Heritage will miss her. We were very blessed to have known Phyllis. I am comforted
to know without a doubt that she is in the loving arms of her heavenly Father, and her
precious husband whom she missed dearly. I send love to her entire family. I hope
you know thoughts and prayers are with you now in this difficult time.

anne overall - May 28, 2020 at 07:49 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

anne overall - May 28, 2020 at 07:35 PM

“

I have to say, I am so happy i have gotten to know this beautiful lady. She is one of
the kindest, generous loving souls God made. She will be greatly missed and
remembered forever. Thank you Phylliss for what you had brought into our lives, the
fun the laughter and mainly your love for family. And let's not forget the so many
family gatherings which you cherished.

LINDA WORK - May 28, 2020 at 05:20 PM

“

I have known Phyllis for about 8 years; since joining the Tuesday afternoon
"Connect" group in our community. She was an amazing lady, with a kind and funloving spirit. I feel blessed to have known her. Praying that you find comfort in your
memories of her and in the knowledge that others are missing her too.

Anna Wiley - May 28, 2020 at 04:23 PM

“

For my dear sister that I admired and loved so much, my friend and confidante over
the years , who will I turn to when I need advice. I will miss you always but will only
have to turn to my heart where you will live forever.
Your loving brother, Don

Don Gallahan - May 28, 2020 at 02:34 PM

“

I feel privileged to have known Phyllis for the past 10 plus years. Phyllis was a kind
and gentle person. Her life was a gift to all who were lucky enough to know her. I will
always remember her infectious laughter. She will be sorely missed and I send my
deepest heartfelt condolences to the entire Kerns and Gallahan families.
Connie LInassi, Heritage at St. Charles

Connie Linassi - May 28, 2020 at 12:14 PM

“

I am one of the teachers Phyllis helped and looked our for! I met her in 1987 when she was
the Principal’s Secretary at Forestville HS in the Prince George’s County Public School
system. I was a young math teacher and basketball coach and knew Phyllis as a very
professional, kind, no nonsense, competent, and giving person. I worked with her for 7
years and was honored to be on the staff with her. My sincere condolences to the family.
Gary McCorkle - May 28, 2020 at 07:21 PM

