Robert Joseph Sweeney
September 19, 1933 - July 3, 2020

Robert Joseph Sweeney (Bob) passed away at age 86 at his home in Upper Marlboro,
MD on Friday, July 3, 2020. Beloved husband, father, grandfather, and great-grandfather,
he was greatly loved and will deeply be missed. Bob was born in Washington, DC on
September 19, 1933, and spent his entire life in the Washington area. He is survived by
his loving wife, Gloria, of 62 years; his son Robert J. Sweeney (Dottie) and daughter
Cheryl A. Magruder (John); grandchildren John R. Magruder (Rhiannon) and Kimberly A.
Collins (David); and great-grandchildren Camryn, Liam, Allisyn, and Emily. Bob is also
survived by his siblings John “Jack” Sweeney, David Sweeney, and sister Evelyn Quillin.
He was pre-deceased by brothers Richard Sweeney, Harry Sweeney, and step-brother
John Pyles.
Bob enlisted in the United States Air Force and served as an Airman First Class from
1952 to 1956. On April 28, 1958, he became a Washington, DC Firefighter. Bob served
with Engine 20 and Engine 22 until his retirement in 1980 after 22 years of service. It was
a job he was very proud of, and many of the stories he would tell always seemed to go
back to his days at the firehouse. After his retirement, Bob drove a school bus for the
Prince Georges County Maryland School System for 17 years.
Bob loved spending time with his family. Getting together for family celebrations and going
out to enjoy a meal were times he cherished. He was also a lifelong Redskins fan and
enjoyed cheering for the Washington Nationals.
Visitation and service will be held at Lee Funeral Home, 8200 Jennifer Lane, Owings,
Maryland on Tuesday, July 14, 2020. Visitation will be from 12:00pm to 4:00pm with a
service being held from 4:00pm to 5:00pm. Private family burial is to be scheduled for a
later date at Maryland Veterans Cemetery – Cheltenham.

Events
JUL
14

Viewing

12:00PM - 04:00PM

Lee Funeral Home - Owings
8200 Jennifer Lane, Owings, MD, US, 20736

JUL
14

Funeral Service

04:00PM

Lee Funeral Home Calvert
8200 Jennifer Lane, Owings, MD, US, 20736

JUL
27

Interment and Honors

10:30AM

Maryland Veterans Cemetery - Cheltenham
11301 Crain Hwy, Cheltenham, MD, US, 20623

Comments

“

50 files added to the album LifeTributes

Lee Funeral Home - July 13 at 05:10 PM

“

Melody L Sweeney lit a candle in memory of Robert Joseph Sweeney

Melody L Sweeney - July 13 at 10:36 AM

“

Our deepest sympathies. My favorite memory was dancing with Bob at our wedding, and
the wonderful times we'd share visiting with he and Gloria. All our love to all of you. Melody
& Jack
Melody L - July 13 at 10:38 AM

“

My sincerest condolences to the Sweeney Family for their loss of a great husband, father,
grandfather, and friend. Even though it has been many years since I have traveled down
the street where we grew up - I never fail to smile as I drive past your house from the
wonderful times I shared there. Mr. Sweeney was a kind, caring, and funny person. I have
fond memories of him sitting on the sidelines watching us all in the pool as young kids. I
had a few trips with the family and remember them well. Even driving to the fire station as
kid thinking he was a hero for being a fireman. Not to mention he made great sandwiches.
He was never without a kind word, big smile, and always a hearty wave as we walked or
drove down the street where we all lived. He may be gone, but he will never be forgotten.
Sending my love and many prayers of healing to the family from the state of Georgia.
Cathy Karnes - July 14 at 07:35 PM

“

My sincerest condolences to Gloria and all of Bobs family he was a wonderful man and he
will be missed . God be with all of you.
Elizabeth Smith - July 23 at 12:38 PM

